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the 4th July the crown to Prince Leopold of Hohenzollern, a
son of the south German and Catholic branch of the royal house
of Prussia. The French Government protested that there must
be no 'restoration of the Empire of Charles V, and by advice
of King William the Prince declined the offer. Not content
with this success the French Foreign Office demanded that the
King should give a pledge that the candidature would not be
renewed at some future date, and the reply came from Berlin
that France had received full satisfaction and no pledge of this
kind was needed. But the French Government deliberately
pressed the matter farther. On the 18th July the French ambas-
sador to Berlin met King William on the public promenade at
the health resort of Ems, near Coblenz. There was a perfectly
courteous conversation. To Benedetti's expression of a hope
that there would be a favourable reply to the latest message
from Paris the King replied that the matter was in the hands of
his ministers and he preferred not to discuss it. The Paris press
published a startling report that the King had publicly insulted
the ambassador. Next day in the French Chambers, Gram-
mont, Napoleon's Minister of Foreign Affairs, announced that
as the Prussian King had publicly insulted the ambassador of
France a declaration of war was on its way to Berlin. The
German press was telling another falsehood, sending round a
dispatch from Ems stating that Benedetti had insulted the King.
Bismarck afterwards told how he had revised the news tele-
gram to make it convey this meaning. So the war began with
daring diplomatic lying on both sides, with the purpose of
rousing both Frenchmen and Germans to indignation.

The Franco-Prussian War lasted for six and a half months,
but one may say that its result was decided in the first few weeks.
Failure on one side, success on the other, had begun before the
first shots were fired. The English press of the time noted as
proof of the readiness of the French army that within a few
hours of the declaration of war regiments were being sent off
from Paris to the eastern frontier. What really was happening
was that they were being hurried off utterly unready for active
service, without campaign equipment, and without waiting to